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TREATISE 

Concerning 

MARRIAGE. 



MARRIAGE is an Ordinance 
of God, inftituted in Paradife 
in the Time of our firft Parents, for 
their comfortable Abiding here, and 
leaving Pofterity after them ; and 
Men and Women have been the 
more happy therein, as they. have 
had Regard to the Counfel of God, 
and his providential Hand, in choof- 
ing fuch as feared the Lord, and 
were true Worfliippers of him, iand 
avoiding thofe who were Idolaters, 
and fuch as feared not the true God. 

And that in fuch their Caution, 

their Proceeding was agreeable to the 

A 2 Law 
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Law of God in the Heart, is very 
apparent ; for when the Will and 
Mind of God was committed to Wri- 
ting, and promulgated to Ifrael, his 
peculiar People, Deuter. vii. 3, 4. 
rpeaking of the Nations who inha- 
bited the promifed Land, he faid, 
'• Neither ihalt thou make Mar- 
'* riages with them y thy Daughter 
'* thou (halt not give unto his Son,, 
** nor his Daughter fhalt thou take 
*' untothySon/' ^^ Becaufe," faid the 
Lord, '* They will turn away 
** thySon from following me/' 

Now if this be the Confequence 
of fuch mixt Marriages, then fuch 
Marriages are ftill unlawful ; and the 
Law in Force that forbids them. But 
that the Confequence of fuch Mar- 
riages iS/ ftill the fame, I appeal not 
only to the Witnefs of God in all, 
but alfo unto found Reafon and true 
Experience. 

Moreover, the Prohibition afore- 
faid was not intended againft thefe 
Seven Nations only, but had a more 

general 
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general Extent ; for the Ifraelites- 
were not allowed to tak^ them Wives^ 
of the Daughters of Afhdod, of Am- 
nion, or of Moab ; and, for the fame 
Reafon, not of any other People that 
were not circumcifed^ and made Par- 
takers of the true Worfhip of God. . 

This appears from the Words of 
Nehemiah, Ghap. xiii, 23, 24, 25. 
•' In thofe Days,'* faid he, '' alfo 
** faw I Jews that had married Wives- 
** of Afhdod, of Ammon, and of 
•' Moab ; and their Children fpake 
*• half in the Speech of Afhdod, and 
'* could not fpeak in the Jews Lan- 
'* guage. And I contended with 
•* them, and made them renew their 
** Covenant with the Lord, faying,. 
*' Ye fhall not give your Daughters 
** unto their Sons ; nor take their 
** Daughters unto your Sons/' Ad- 
ding, ver. 26, 27. " Did not Solomon,^ 
** Kingoflfrael, fin by thefe Things? 
** Yet among many Nations was 
there no King like him, who was 
beloved of his God : Neverthclefs, 
A3, «* even- 
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'* even him did ftrange Women caufc 

** to fin. Shall we then, faid he, 

" hearken unto you to do all this 

'•' great Evil, to tranfgrefs againit 

** our God, in marrying ftrange 

'^ Wives?" 

Thus, in fhort, we fee how fuch 
ATarriages are againft the written Law 
<)f God, and the Practice of his faith- 
ful People. 

But long before this Law was de- 
livered in Writing, the holy Patri- 
archs, and fuch as feared and wor- 
shipped the true God, fhewed a Dif- 
like of fuch mixt Marriages, from 
the Senfe of the Law written in their 
Hearts. And fo long; as they kept 
in the true Faith, and at a lawful 
Diftance from fuch as were not Par- 
takers thereof with them (which for 
fome Time they did) the Lord was 
with them, and blefled them, and 
tnadc them inftrumental in his Hand 
for the withholding his Wrath from 
being prefently poured out upon the 

old 
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old World. But When they had ge- 
nerally departed from his Covenant, 
and from the Example of the Right- 
eous, even in this particular Cafe, 
marlc what followed. 

** It came to pafs, when Men, 
" began to multiply on the Face of 
** the Earth, and Daughters were 
*' born unto them, that the Sons of 
** God faw the Daughters of Men, 
** that they were fair ; and they took 
** them Wives of all that they chofe," 
Gen. vi. 1,2. . That is, they made 
no Diftindlion upon the Account of 
Faith and Religion : But to whom- 
foever their flefhly Minds inclined, 
them they took to Wife, (like the 
diflionourable and unchriftian Prac- 
tice of fome in our Day,) fuch wha 
were known and diftinguiihed from 
the Children of God, by the Name- 
of the Children of Men, being, in 
the main of their Converfation, with- 
out a godlike or religious Mark : 
And, it is faid, ** God faw that the 
*' Wickednefs of Man was great ia 
A 4 '* the 
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*' the Earth, for the Earth was full 
*/ of Violence, and that Sorely grieved 
** the Spirit of the Lord; fo that he 
*' faid, I will deftroy Man whom I, 
" have created," Gen. vi, 5. 7. 

Now when Things were come to 
this Pafs, the People of God having 
caft off his Yoke, and fallen in with 
the World and its Spirit (which they 
openly declared, by their entering 
into the neareft Affipity by Marriages 
with them) and had their Hearts 
thereby drawn away more and more 
from following the Lord, and '* all 
^* Flefli having*' by this Time '' cor- 
** rupted his Way upon the Earth;'* 
then did the Lord determine to de- 
ftroy all Flefh by a Flood, Noah and 
his Family only excepted. 

If nothing more could be alleged 
againft thefe mixt Marriages, this 
Confideration, one would think, were 
of itfelf enough to manifeft how 
great a Sin it is, and to deter all con- 
liderate Men and Women from en- 
tering into it, that it appears to have 

been 
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been a great Step towards the De- 
ftruftion of the old World, the Door 
that gavd the Inlet to thofe Corrup*- 
tions and Violence which filled the 
Earth, and provoked the Lord, not 
only ** to repent that he had made 
/^ Man,'' but to pour down his 
Wrath in a Flood, which deftroyed 
both Man and Beafl. 

We have feen the Mifchief the 
Ungodly brought upon Mankind by 
thofe mixt Marriages before the' 
Flood. Now let us obferve the great 
Care the Godly took, after the Floods 
to prevent the like Evil and Danger. 

After the general Overthrow af 
ungodly Men by the Flood, from 
which only Noah with his Family,, 
eight Souls in all, were preferved 
in the Ark (which was a Figure of 
Chrift) was born Abraham, whom 
God called out of his own Country, 
and from his Father's Houfe, with 
Sarah his Wife, to make of them a 
diflinft and peculiar People to him- 
A 5 felf. 
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fclf. And he eftabliflied his Cove-» 
nant with Abraham (and his Bleffing 
upon his Seed) who faw Chrift's Day^ 
and was glad ; and in the Faith there- 
of walked before the Lord with a 
perfed Heart : In which Faith alfo 
he ojfFered up his Son Ifaac unto the 
Lord, as the Lord had commanded 
him. Such was the Obedience he 
added unto his Faith ; which *' was 
** accounted unto him for Righte- 
*' oufnefs/' Gal. iii* 6. 

Now when Ifaac, the Child of 
Promife, was grown up to a marri- 
ageable Age, fo great was the Care af 
his godly Father for him, that he 
might not be unequally yoked, orjoin- 
ed in Marriage, that calling his eldeft 
Servant to him (who had the Charge 
and Overfight of all that he had) he 
made him fwear by the Lord, the 
God of Heaven, and the God of the 
Earth, that he fhould ** not take a 
** Wife unto his Son of the Daugh- 
*' ters of the Canaanites, amongft 
^* whom he dwelt. But thou fhalt 
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•* go, laid he, unto my Country, 
** and to my Kindred, and take a 
** Wife unto my Son Ifaac/' Gen* 
xxiv. 3, 4^ 

This fo ftriiSl a Charge, fo folemn^ 
ly given,, and fo firmly bound, fhews 
that this good Man did not look 
upon this Matter of mixt Marriages 
with an eafy Eye, as an indifferent 
Thing; but was earneftly and heart- 
ily concerned, that his Son might 
not be joined with one of a different 
Worfhip : And as bis honeft Care 
was thus exercifed, in fending his 
Servant to Abraham's Kindred, to 
the Family of Bethuel •y fo the pro- 
vidential Hand of God was appa- 
rently with him in the Choice of 
Rebekah, and the Confent they gave 
to itv faying, ** The Thing pro- 
*' ceedeth of the Lord: Let her be 
'' thy Mafter's Son's Wife, as the 
" Lord hath fpokcn." And, in Con- 
clulion, they bleiTed. h^r,. and fcnt 
her away. And as Ifaac ^\yas vjcalfc- 
ing,. and meditating in tlie Fields at 
A 6 Evening- 
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Evening- tide, he met Rebekah com- 
ing with his Father's Servants, and 
took her to be his Wife : And fhe, 
after twenty Years Barrennefs, bare 
him' two Sons, Efau and Jacob ; 
whofe different Pradtice, in the Cafe 
of Marriage, let us now obferve. 

What Efau was, is well known, 
botkby his felling of his Birth-right, 
arid other Charafters given him in 
the Holy Scriptures. When he was 
forty Years of Age, he took him 
two Wives, and both of them Un- 
believers, Daughters of the Hittites ; 
which Thing forely grieved his godly 
Parents, and is left upon Record, 
as a Mark of his Undutifulncfs and 
Difobedience, in not advifing with,, 
and being ruled by them, in that fo 
weighty Affair. And may it be a 
Caution unto all fuchas profefs them- 
felves to be Chrijftians, and fo of the 
righteous Line, ** that they follow 
*« not the Example of profane 
•• EfaH !" 

But 
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But Efau*s thus running out, from 
the Prad:ice of the godly, to take 
him fuch Wives as his airy Mind led 
him to choofe, without Regard had 
to true Religion, fo fen fibly afFedted 
his good Mother Rebekah, that com- 
plaining to her Hulband thereof, fhe 
faid, ** I am weary of my Life, *be- 
** caufe of the Daughters of Heth : 
*' If Jacob take a Wife'' (as his Bro- 
ther hath done) ** of the Daughters 
'* of Heth, fuch as thefe which are 
** of the Daughters of the Land, 
** what Good (hall my Life do me V 
Gen. xxvii. 46. 

Good Ifaac thereupon, to prevent 
that Danger, calling his Son Jacob 
to him, gave him his Bleffing, and 
with it this ftridt Charge, ** Thou 
** fhalt not fake a Wife of theDaugh- 
*^ ters of Canaan. Arife, go to Pa- 
^* dan-Aram, to the Houfe of Be- 
*' thueU thy Mother's Father, and 
** take thee a Wife from thence,'* 
Gen. xxviii. i, 2, 

Jacob, 
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Jacob, as became a dutiful Son^ 
was obedient to his Parents herein ; 
And the Lord was with him, and 
ble^cd him, and blefTed his E'amily 
alfo, until they gave way to a Liberty 
not pleafing to the Lord* 

Dinah, Jacobus only Daughter, 
was made an early Example of the 
Lord's Difpleafure, by his fuffering 
her to fall into Contempt, not only 
for her gratifying a vain Mind, in 
going out, through Curiofity, to fee 
the Daughters of the Land, whereby 
(he came to he enfnared and defiled 
by Shechem, Gen, xxxiv. 2. but alfo, 
as it appears, Jacob's Houfliold were 
at that Time fo far relapfed, that 
they had ft range Gods among them,, 
and, as may be gathered from the 
Text, ftrange Attire alfo; which 
was to be changed and done away, 
before they might go up to the Houfe 
of God, to worfhip him acceptably 
thcre^ Gen. xxxv* 2, 3^ 

Thcfe 
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Thefe Things might be likely to 
raife an Expedlation in the Shechem- 
ites, that in Time they might draw 
them to. become one People with 
them. Whereupon, having already 
got hold of one of Jacob's Family^ 
they were defirous of a further Con- 
verfe, in order to enter into Affinity 
with them ; faying, ** Make ye Mar- 
*^ riages with us, and give your 
*' Daughters unto us, and take our 
*' Daughters unto you ; andyeihall 
** dwell with us," Gen. xxxiv. g, 
lo. And, to entice them thereunto^ 
they offered the Ifrael ites what world- 
ly Advantages foever they would afk> 
Ver. 12. Yea, they went fo far, as 
to yield to take on them the Badge 
of Jacob's Religion, Ver. 24. but it 
was but for carnal and covetous Ends> 
Ver. 23. and fucceeded to them ac- 
cordingly. But the Truth of the 
Matter was, and is, that Jacob, the 
true Seed (the peculiar People of 
God) muft live alone, and not be 
mixed, or numbered among the Na- 
tions. Wherefore, notwithftanding 

" all 
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all the great Offers, and Importunity 
of Shechem (and the Condefcenfion 
of the Shechemites) to have obtained 
Dinah for his Wife, Jacob would not 
hearken to him : For Ifrael, having 
an Eye to tKe Covenant of God, 
wherein he and his Family wrere 
comprehended, he zealoufly with- 
ftood the Temptation ; and thereby , 
gave a Demonftration of his Faith. 
And when, foon after, the Lord 
commanded him to go up to Bethel,, 
he called firft for a Reformation in 
his Family. Whereupon it is faid, 
** Th?y gave unto him all the ftrangc 
^ Gods that were in their Hands, 
•* and all their Ear-rings that were 
'* in their Ears ;" which he hid un- 
der the Oak that was by Shechem. 
And then, having cleanfed his Family 
from thofe heathenifh Likeneffes, 
both he and they were thenceforth 
at Quiet from fuch like Attempts by 
their unbelieving Neighbours. 

Having a little touched upon 
Things relating to the Faith and 

Pradlice 
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Prafticc of the holy Patriarchs about 
thefe unlawful Marriages, and briefly 
fet forth fome of the pernicious Con- 
sequences that have always attended 
them both before and after the Flood, 
I fhall now come nearer to the pre- 
fent State and Difpenfation we are 
under. 

When the Apoftles fpokc of this 
Ordinance of Marriage, they ran in 
the fame Channel as all the Faithful 
had done before, faying, ** Be ye not 
** unequally yoked together with 
** Unbelievers," &c* 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
And Peter's Exhortation and Care 
for the Married was, that they might 
be " Heirs together of the Grace of 
*' Life, that their Prayers might not 
*/ be hindered," i Pet. iii. 7. Then 
fuch muft be of the fame Faith, and 
agree in Spirit, or elfe they cannot 
pray together acceptably. Mat. xviii. 
19. '* Can two walk together, un- 
** lefs they be agreed," faid the Pro- 
phet Amos, Chap. iii. ^. Therefore 
fuch as are obliged to live and walk 

together 
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together for Term of Life, if they 
are not fo agreed and united in Spirit, 
are like to have but little Comfort^ 
Help, and Furtherance, if any, from 
each other in fpiritual Things; which 
is the Way that leads to true and 
lafting Comfort for ever. For fince 
without Faith, and ^n anfwerablc 
Converfation, it is impoffible to pleafe 
Gcd, fuch married Folks as differ 
in Faith, and difagree in their reli- 
gious Converfations, are not like to 
pleafe God, nor one another; but 
may rather expeft the contrary, with 
much Confufion, which doth natu* 
rally 'attend fujh Mif-matchings in 
that Condition of Life. 

Again, Paul to the Corinthians 
(i Epift. vii. 39-) faith, '* The Wife 
** is bound by the Law as long as 
«* her Hulband liveth : But if her 
** Hufband be dead^ (he is at Libierty 
** to be married to whom (he will ; 

'* ONLY IN THE LoRD." That is 

ancient Limit, 

But 
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. !6ut this gives no Liberty for fuch 
to marry as are near of Kin 5 though 
©therwile duly qualified. 

If any fhould objcA, that Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, married their 
near Kinfwomen ; and thereupon 
fliould query, why it may not be as 
lawful for fuch Kindred now to mar- 
ry, as it was for them then : 

I anfwer, firft. What they did in 
that Cafe then, was before the Law 
was given, which expreily forbids it^ 
Levit. xviiL 

Secondly, Every reafonaBle Mant 
is capable of confidering, that in 
ihdk early Ages of the World there 
was a NecefEty for it ; for Abraham, 
and thofe before mentioned of his 
Pofterity, lived not very long after 
the Flood, which gave a kind of new 
Beginning to the World, with refpedt 
to its being again replenifhed with 
People. For Abraham was born be- 
fore the Death of Shem> according to 

Scrip* 
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Scripture -r Chronology, about One 
hundred and fifty Years j and yet Shem 
was an hundred Years old when the 
World was drowned. 

Thirdly, It is to be confidered, 
that People lived very long in thofe 
Days ; fo that Generations pafled mtt 
away, nor did Kindred wear out fo 
fail as afterwards ; which expofed 
thofe Patriarchs to it, by a kind of 
unavoidable Neceflity, and rendered 
it excufable in them. But there 
being no fuch Neceflity now, nor 
any Reafon of that Nature, to induce 
any to marry their near Kindred i 
they who do fo, plainly break the 
pofitivc Law of God, which exprefly 
fays, ** None of you fhall approach 
** to any that is near of Kin to him,'^ 
&c. Levit. xviii. 6* as alfo contrary 
to the Apoftle's Advice, Phil. iv. 8,. 
as not being of good Keport, &c. 

That Marriage is an Ordinance of 
God, I have already aflertedj and 
now add, by way of Explanation, 

^ that 
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that thereby two are made one, or 
infeparably joined together, for the 
Term of their joint Lives, by lawful 
Means; As firft, in Spirit ; Secondly, 
in Afteftion : And thirdly, in a fo- 
lemri Covenant of Marriage, as well 
external and publick, as .otherwife^ 
Thefe are the Conditions, more or 
lefs, of all thofe which the Lord 
joins together; whom no Man may 
put afunder. And without thefe Con-? 
ditions^ the Marriage Union is not 

perfeftly enjoyed. 

» 

Now, whereas I prefs for an Agree-* 
ment, and Unity of Faith, and re-# 
ligious Pradtices, in the Parties to 
be married, as eflential to the Mar-« 
riage vrhich God makes ; by Faith 
there, I mean that Faith, which the 
holy Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apo* 
ftles' held, which the true Church 
now holdeth, and which upholdeth 
the true Church (" for by Faitb ye 
*« ftand," faid the Apoftle to the 
Church of old, 2 Cor. i. 24.) which 
is the one true Faith, mentioned by 

the 
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tljc fame Apoftle, in Ephef. iv. 5. 
And although there be in the^World 
Faiths many, or at leaft different 
Appreherifions concerning Faith, and 
Pretences to it ; yet, being inclined 
by the Law of Charity to conclude^ 
that all who are ferious do think | 
their own particular Faith, Perfua- j 
JBon, and Way, to be the right (elfc | 
they would not continue it) ; what 
I have here written may ferve indif- 
ferently to all that profefs Faith in 
Chrift. And yet, though I do not 
here give a more particular Definition 
ef Faith, it doth not thence follow, 
that I am indifferent therein, or in I 
Doubt about it ; no, but it is to 
avoid Controveriy, and becaufe I aim 
at Brevity, and choofe rather to let 
the true Faith foe manifefled by its 
Fruits, which the ApofUe James 
advifeth. Chap. ii. 18. Of which 
Fruits, what I here contend for h 
one, and not the leaft, to wit. That 
they who profefs Faith in Chrift 
Jefus, and are.difpofed to marry, arc 
religiouily obliged to take care, that 

they 
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they be not unequally yoked^ by 
joining themfelves in Marriage with 
any that are under different Perfua- 
iions and Pradtices^ with fefpefl: to 
Faith and religious Worship, which 
may tend to hinder their perfevering 
in it. 

The Author to the Hebrews, in 
Chap. xi. treats at. large of Faith ; 
and fets forth the noble Difpofition 
of Mind that was in fuch as believed 
in Almighty God ; how it diftin-^ 
guiihed them from the World, and 
preferved them out of the Affedions 
and Defires of being joined to and 
with the World. And in Ver. 24, 
25. he fays, " By Faith, Mofes, 
** when he was come to Years, re-- 
•* fufed to be called the Son of Pha- 
** raoh's Daughter ; choofing rather 
^« to fuffer Afftidtion with the People 
^' of God, than to enjoy the Plea- 
•* fures of Sin for a Seafon." He 
would not, it feems, be numbered 
i¥ith the Egyptiaa^^ who opprefTed 

the 
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the righteous Seed ; no, not for a 
Kingdom. 

The Apoftle alfo, in his Epiftle 
to the Galatians, Chap. iv. giving 
a Hint at the Patriarchs Marriages, 
fliews the Myftery of the fpiritual 
Kindred, which is by Faith. And 
to the Epheiians, Chap, ii* 19. he 
faith, ** Now therefore, ye are no 
** more Strangers and Foreigners, 
*^ but Fellow - Citizens with the 
*' Saints, and of the Houihold of 
'* God. And in Gal. vi. 10. he calls 
Believers fo ; and in Chap. iv. 28 ♦ 
fays, " Now we Brethren, as Ifaac 
** was, are the Children of Pro- 
" mife.'* For whom, fay I, a fpi- 
ritual Canaan is ordained by God. 

Hereupon I would query ; Art 
thou. Reader, fuch an one ? One of 
the fpiritual Kindred, a Child of 
Promife, and of the Hoafhold of 
Faith ? Or wouldft thou be fo ac- 
counted, and art thou difpofed to 
marry ? Whither then wilt thou go 

for 
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for a Wife, but to thy IQindreci ? I|i 
a fpiritual or religious Relation z 
Which Relation in the Faith, as it 
was to them, is ftill to us, a necef- 
fary Qualification preceding Mar^ 
xiage. . . 

If it be objedled, that the People 
of England, and of that Part of the 
World called Chriftendom, and the 
Children, of Jfrae], are not tp ^bc 
coniparcd with each other, in thip 
Cafe of Marriage ; for the Nations 
which Ifrael were forbidden to marry 
with, were Idolaters, wprihipping 
ftrange.Gods of their own devifing; 
but the People of England, &c. ge- 
nerally own the true God, and pro- 
fcfs Faith in Jefus Chrift ; fo that, 
although they differ among thcm- 
felves, about the Manner of worship- 
ping God, yet why niay they not 
marry promifcuoufly, one Sort with 
the other, feeing they all profefs 
Chriflianity, and are therefore ac- 
counted and called Chriftians, both 
by thcmfelves and other Nations, and 
B being 
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l)cing of a fober Converfation, can*- 
nbt properly be called Unbelievers ? 

Airfwer. I aih not about to hea^^ 
thenize any, but istti willing to own 
und embrace that which is good in 
all. And though I might oppofe the 
<3bjcdi6n i^iih a fliort Anfwer, in 
its own Terms^ « That fuch fhould 
■• not intermarry, becaufe they dif- 
* fer ;' fiice the Nature of Marriage 
iseipeaks an Agreement, not Differ^ 
encej an harmonious Unity, not a 
jarring Difcofd ; yet, for the Sake 
of ferious Inquirers, I am willing to 
enlarge a kittle upon this Part. I 
allow there is a Difference, in fome 
©egree, between outward Ifrael, and 
the Natidns then, and ipiritual Ifrael, 
"afhd other People now, that are not 
cSf the fame Society and Communion; 
^or then the Diftinftion was only gf 
^Jew and Gentile, Bfeliever and»Un«- 
believer : But now (as the Objeftion 
trath it) all that Part which is called 
'Chriftendom profefTeth Faith in one 
God, and in Chrift Jefus, though 

very 
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very diiTerently ; and fome^ no doubfi^ 
in all Profeffions called ChriAiaOy 
are of a fbber moral Converfation. 
But if general Profdfion were a fuf- 
£cient Qualification for joining fuch 
in Marriage wifetiout Exception, then 
Papifts, and other unfound Worfhip^ 
pers» bearing the Chriftian Name, 
mud: not be excluded or refufed, if 
of a fober Converfation ; which Al- 
lowance would not a little uphold 
the apoftate Church, called in the 
Revelation, ' Myftery-Babylon/ &c. 
Chap«xvii« 5. and tend to keep God's 
People there, contrary to the exprefs 
Command of God, Jer. li. 6. and of 
the Voice from Heaven, which faid, 
'* Come out of her my People, that 
*' ye be not Partakers of her Sins, 
** and that ye receive not of her 
•* Plagues," Rev. xviii. 4. For hath 
ihe not long made, and doth £he not 
ftill make, a large Profefiion of Faitlji 
in God and ChrUl:, after her Manner i 

When the Apoftle exhorted the 

Believers, of old, '^ not to be une« 

B 2 *' qually 
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*^ qually yoked together with tin- 
^* believers/' 2 Cor, vi. 14, may we 
fuppofe he inteoded to reftraih the 
Prohibition only to thofe abfolute 
and notorious Unbelievers, who were 
Pagans or Heathens ? Or did it ex- 
tend to all, that did not believe the 
Manife/lation of Chrift outwardly in 
the Fltfh. The Jews did believe in 
God, and that Chrift, the Son of 
God, fhould cpme ; but they did 
not believe in him as he was then 
•come, and manifefted in the Flefli 
among them. Might the Chriftian 
Believers, notwithftanding that, have 
mingled in Marriages with the un- 
believing Jews, becaufe of their ge- 
neral Belief in God, and in Chrift 
to come, though they rejected him 
in his then prefent Appearance ? 
Would that have been an equal 
Yoking ? If one that believes, .not 
t)nly the outwatd Appearance of 
Chrift, with refpeft to his having 
come in the Flefti ; but, his inward 
Appearance alfo, with reitpeft to his 
heing come^ in the SpMt, by hts 

divine 
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divine Light and Grace, to rule in 
the Hearts of his People, and there- 
by to direft and enable them, as they 
attend thereunto, how to perform 
divine Worfhip and Service to God, 
fliould marry one that denies and 
oppofes that inv^rard and fpiritual 
Coming and Appearance of Chrift: 
in the Heart, and fticks only to his* 
Belief of his outward Coming, and 
Appearance in the Fleih at Jerufa* 
lem : Would fuch a Couple be cc^ual- 
Ijr yoked ? . 

If two Perfons of different Judg- 
ments about Matters of Faith and 
religious Exercifcs (as going to Places* 
of Public Worihip, Preaching, Pray- 
ing, Thankfgiving, &c.) fhould in- 
-line to marry each other, prefuming 
in their fond AfFedions, that not- 
withftanding that Difagrecment, they 
may live comfortably together, they 
may .find •too late, that they were 
greatly oiiftaken. For although, if 
it v^re only a Difagreement in their 
Tempers, or natural Difpofitions, 
B 3 which 
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which concerned only their dut^ard 
Converfation one towards the other, 
or the Management of their tem- 
poral AiFairs, it might be hoped 
they might live tolerably together : 
Yet, where the Difference is of fo 
high a Nature, as concerns the Peace 
of Confcience, and Safety of the 
Soul, on either Side, that cannot 
be reconciled, without the Conver- 
fion of one of them, which is out 
«f Man's Power, of himfelf, to cfFeft^ 
Wherefore, although fuch may pro-^ 
mife to themfelves Unity in fuch 
Contrariety ; yet by that Time their 
Folly hath correfted them, they will 
find Caufe to be of another Mind. 
And if their Love to God and Reli* 

fion be not quite overcome by ihofc 
aflions which engaged them into 
that unwarrantable Undertaking, they 
will feel, after Marriage, their Spi- 
rits mpre plainly and warmly con- 
flifting one with another, and ftriving 
to bring each other into a Confor- 
mity unto that Way of Worfliip, 
.which he or ihe is in. And then, 

which 
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which foeycr of them prevails, the 
other muft lofe Pes^ce Qf Coni(cieiicc 
(the greateft of all I^ofles) unhfs 
fuch CompUjmce fpring fropfi f true 
and uofeigned Con virion, that th^ 
Worflxip fo con^rnaqd to, is the 
right ; which if more than may rea-. 
fonably be ejcpedted by any, who a;;e 
guilty of tempting the Lord v/it^^ 
fuch mixt Marriages. 

When two of difjigr^^ing Perfu^^- 
fioHs in religious Exercifes join in 
Marriage, no Man can reafonably 
think that their AfF^sdion to cacH 
other is grounded on, or governed 
by. Religion ^ and if not, th%t i^ 
muft be by fome worldly End : And 
to cioke fuch a Marriage with ^ 
Pretence of Hope, to convert eac^ 
Other to what each belieyeth is rights 
is in plain Englifh, no better thaa 
*^ finning, that Grace may abound i 
<• doing Evil, that Gogd may qqvm 
•* of it/' 

» 
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But the Cafe is otherwife, wherfe 
two of one and the fame Pcrfuafion 
in Religion, or of no Religion, are 
joined together in Marriage ; and 
afterwards One of them is converted 
to the true Religion : The Converted 
may expeft the Lord's Blefling ; and 
abiding together, may be a Means 
of Sandtification and Good to the 
other, according to the Apoftle's 
Do^arine, i Cor. vji, 14. and the 
Nature of true Chriftianity. 

Now, as to the latter Part of the 
Objciflion, I readily grant that the 
Lord hath many, that in a Senfe may 
be faid to belong to him, who arc 
not as yet profeffed Members of the 
vifible Church, nor known unto it* 
This our Saviour plainly intimated^ 
when, in his Difcourfe to the Jews, 
pointing at the Converfion of the 
Gentiles, he faid, ** Other Sheep I 
♦* have, which are not of this Fold ; 
•* them alfo I muft bring, and they 
*' fhall hear my Voice ; and there 
•^ fhall be one Fold, and one Shep- 

^- herd/' 



[ 33 ] 

'^ herd," John x. i6. But until 
thefe other Sheep arc gathered, and' 
brought by the great Shepherd into 
the Fold , although they are known- 
to the Lord, yet are they jiot fo 
known to his People, as to be capa- 
ble of being admitted into Ghurch- 
Communion, or Fellowfhip with 
them ; much lefs into that Marriage- 
Union with them, of which we have 
been treating. 

But to have done, at length, with 
this Objedion, I fhall now remind 
the Reader, that when the Sons of 
God, in the old World, had degene- 
rated, and were apoftatized, as hath' 
been before obferved,. their Motive 
to thefe mixt Marriages was, " They 
*' faw the Daughters of Men, that 
" they were fair, and they took them; 
•* Wives -of all that they chofe," 
tJen. vi. 2. So that to gratify the 
Iruft of the Eye, was the Induce- 
ment to their Marriages, And tO' 
fuch an Eye now (as alfo to thofe as 
have a covetous Mind, reaching un- 
B 5 dulj^- 
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4uly after the Things of this^ World) 
this may feem an unncceiTary Scruple; 
efpecially, when it ftand« in their 
Way, to hinder them from obtaining 
their defired End. But the truly 
Confcientious will always find them- 
felves obliged, for the Sake of Re- 
ligion and Duty to God, to do no- 
thing that may hinder their Perfe- 
verancc and Progreffion therein r 
Which Difagrcement about Religion 
will naturally do, more or lefs, ac- 
cording to the Proportion of the 
Difference. 

Wherefore, though ouir Cafe be 
not the fame, as old Ifraers was, in 
every Degree ; yet, if it be fo in 
Degree, and have the fame Tendency 
in Meafure (which that it has, is 
undeniable) then it brings our Times 
under the Force of the Prohibition^ 
and that for the fame Reafon, namely, 
Becaufe " they will turn away thy 
•* Son from following me," faith the 
Lord* Gen. vi\ 4^ 

And 
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AnH now, my dear Friends (for- 
to you who bear the Nan^e of Qua- 
kers, whether ye be fuch as the Lord! 
hath been gracioufly pl^afed . to ca.IL, 
and gather out of any other religious^ 
Profefjions, or: fuch as are the Off-- 
fpring of believing. Parents in this 
Profeffion, do I now more particularly 
turn my Difcourfe) if ye would not 
be overtaken in that extremely hurt- 
ful Cafe of mixed Marriages, keep - 
out of the Way that leads to it.. 
Shun, as much as may be, the too 
frequent and familiar. Gonverfe with, 
thofe of other Profeflionsj fuch ef- 
pecially, as may be moft likely to 
allur© and draw your Minds out.. 
Be not cold and indiffenent; about: 
Religion.- Halt not between two 
Opinions* " If God be God, follow • 
** him,*' and keep clofe with him, that : 
you may, know your' Miads flayed 
and eftabliibed upon hjm ; . and thep . 
will ye fee, for your Encouragement, , 
the Advantages andi Comfort that, 
foch have and enjoy, who make it 
their Buiinefs to plcafe him*. And- 
R 6 what^- 
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\^h^tever your Condition and Cir- 
cumilances in this World be, let 
your chiefeft Treafure and Pleafure 
jfic in Heaven and heavenly Things ; 
and then your Hearts will be there 
alio, as our Saviour taught. Mat. vi. 
::2i. And, above all Things, ye will 
defire to be Servants and Difciples 
of him, who faid, *V Where I am, 
*' there fhall alfo my Servant be," 
John xii. 26. 

But all whofe Minds are fet upon 
Things below, whether Pleafures or 
Profits, more than upon their Savi- 
our Jefus Chrift, who died for them, 
** arc not worthy of him,'* Mat. x. 
37. And fuch, whatever they may 
i)rofefs,do moft frequently mi fs of the 
JfteavenlyBlefling (which God referves 
for his obedient People) notwith- 
ilanding they may partake largely of 
temporal Mercies aad Bleffings, in 
coipnpion with others. For God, 
who. is the Fountain of Goodnefs, 
caufeth his *' Sun to fhine on the 
.*;,*, Evil, and on the Go^d, and fend- 

^^ eth. 
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'* eth Rain on the Juft, and on the 
'' Unjuft/' Mat. v. 45. But to he 
a Difciple of Chrift, and Heir of 
the heavenly Kingdom, is a great 
and glorious Privilege. The Way to 
this Happinefs is fet forth, by hinx 
who is the Truth itfelf, Luke xiv. 
27. (and in many other Places of 
Holy Scripture, in which it is ne- 
ceffa'ry we fhould be very converfant) 
'• Whofoever," faith Chrift, *' .doth 
** not bear his Crofs, and come after 
*' me, cannot be my Difciple." And 
we read, i John iv. 10. that he is^ 
Bot only ** the Propitiation for our 
*♦ Sins ;" but alfo, that he hath 
*' left us an Example, that we ftiould 
*' follow his Steps,*' i Pet. ii. 21. 
who faid, '* Learn of me, for I am 
** meek and low in Heartland ye- 
'* ftiall find Reft unto your Souls," 
Mat. xi. 29. 

And now, my Friends, I would 
come near to you by way of Inquiry. 
Have you indeed been convinced of 
the Truths and made fenfible of the 

Crof^. 
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Crofs that attends the Profeilion of 
it? And have you been faithful to 
thofe Convii^ions, and followed the 
Lord in the Way of Regeneration ? 
Or have ye not ? This is an impor- 
tant Pointy the Confequence of which, 
may turn the Scale to either Hand; 
therefore, I pray, let it be duly 
confidcred : For to be found perfe- 
vering in the Way of Truth, which 
we make ProfeiiSon of,, and in all 
the Parta and Branches of it, will-, 
be of a double Advantage to us. It: 
will not only preferve from adding; 
Sin to Sin (which, if not timely pre- 
vented, will lead fuch into fpiritual 
Adultery, a departing from God, and. 
withdrawing from him both their 
Love and Subjection j which, more- 
or lefs, precedes fuch mixt anti-- 
fcriptural Marriages :) But it wilL 
alfo bring us to underiland the Dif-- 
ference, which, hath always been: 
between the two Seeds i and that : 
will tend greatly to /preferve us from, 
apoftatizing. And then, what the 
Coiifeq^uence is of. Perfevering itki 

WcU^ 
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Wcll-doIng unto the End, ye will 
be truly fcnfible of, to your ever- 
tailing Joy and Comfort ; according 
as it ispromifed. Rev. iii. 21. ** To 
'* him that overcomcth will I grant 
^* to fit with me in my Throne, 
*^ even as C alfo overcame, and am 
•* fet down with my Father in his 
<* Throne,'* where all Fears and 
Temptations will be done away for 
aver. But the Confequence oi; Dif^ 
obedience will not be fo ; but will 
have a contrary Event : Which I 
pray God we all may be delivered 
from before it be too late. 

'' Think not,*' faid John the Bap- 
tift to the profeffing Jews, Mat. iii* 
9. " to fay within yourfelves. We 
** have Abraham to our Father,"* 
&c. A Thing they highly valued 
themfelves upon j and upon their 
profeffing the true Religion> as being 
the Difciplds of Mofes : as if that* 
could be -any Advantage to thenu 
while they did not the Works of 
Abraham, but lived in Dtfdbedience : 

So 



[ 4^ } 

So that, notwithilanding the great 
Advantages they had, and the high 
Pretences they made, our Saviour 
Chrift .told them plainly, '' They 
" were of their Father the Devil V 
^nd his Proof thereof was, becaufe 
they did his Works. So that to be 
the Children of faithful Parents, or, 
to profefs the true Religion now, as- 
they then did, and yet not be faith- 
ful as the Parents were, nor live, and 
walk in the true Religion they pro- 
fefs, will as little avail fuch. now,, 
as it did thofe Jews then.. 

How greatly doth it concern every 
one, to attend daily and diligently 
on him, in. the Gift of his Grace ;; 
and to hearken to and obey his Teach- 
ings thereby! For *' God, who at- 
** fundry Times, and in divers Man- 
** ners, fpake in Time paft unto the 
** Father^s by the Prophets, hath in 
f* thefc laft'Days fpoke.n unto us by 
*^ his: Son,:' Heb.i. i, 2; And that 
in* divers Manners ;ilfo ; as immedi- 
ately by his Spirit, inftrumentally 

by 
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by his Minifters, as alfo in the Holy 
Scriptures, and by his many Provi- 
dences, . And " if" (as the Apoftle 
argueth, Heb. xii. 25.) *' they ef- 
** caped not, who refufed him that 
'* fpake on Earth, much more ffiall 
^* not we efcape, if we turn away 
*• from him that fpeaketh from Hca- 
'' ven/' 
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Ex|;rad from the Yearly Meet- 
ing Epiftle of 1777. 

Dear Friends, amongft the many 
hurtful Things thofc are liable to, 
who live Jiolt in due Subjedtion to 
the Light of God*s Holy Spirit, in 
their own Confcicnces, let us re- 
vive in your View at this Time^ 
that of mixing in Marriage with 
thofe of different Perfuafion^ in Re». 
ligion. 

Marriage being a divine Ordinance, 
and a folemn Engagement for Term 
of Life, is of great Importance to 
our Peace and Well-being in this 
World, and may prove of no fmall 
Confequence refpedling our State in 
that which is to come ; yet it is 
often too inconliderately entered into, 
upon Motives inconfiftent with the 
evident Intention of that unerring 
Wifdom by which it was primarily 
ordained ; which was for the mutud 

Affif- 
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Affiftancc and Comfort of both Sexes^ 
that tbcy might be Mect-Hclps to 
each other, both in Spirituals and 
Temporals, and that their Endea- 
vours might be united for the pious 
and proper Education of their Chil- 
dren, in the Nurture and Admoni- 
tion of the Lord, and for fuitably 
qualifying them to difcharge their 
Duty in their various Allotments in 
the World. 

Marriage implies Union and Con-« 
currence, as well in fpiritual as tem- 
poral Concerns. Whilft the Parties 
differ in Religion, ^ley ftand dif- 
united in the maia Point j even that 
which .^uld increafe and confirm 
their mutual Happinefs, and render 
them Meet-Hdns and Bleffings to 
each other. Wnere it is otherwife^ 
the reciprocal Obligation they have 
entered into becomes their fiurden^ 
and the more fo, as it may not be 
of a (hort and tranfient Duration* 
Whatever JFelicity they might exped: 
or flatter themfelves with in the Bew 

ginaing 



, ginning, they have found thcmfcl vet 
difappointed of, by the daily Un- 
fcafinefs accompanying their IVJinds^ 
and imbittering their Enjoyments. 

^ The perplexed Situation of the 
OiFspring of fuch Alliances is like- 
wife to be lanpLented. Attached by 
Nature to both Parents, the Con- 
fufion they are in often renders them 
unfixed in Principle, and unfettled 
in Practice -, or if, as it is ufual, the 
Sons go with the Father, and the 
Daughters with the Mother, Bro- 
thers and Sifters are trained up . in 
hifics: of Condu(ft diverfe %oxa, .a^id,; 
in fome Cafes, opppfit:erto,each other*. 
Thjis, differing in . Principle, , they 
are frequently divided : in AfFedlion,^ 
and, though fo nearly related^ are 
fometimes ajt the greateft Diftance 
from that Love and Harmony ^ich 
pught continually to fubiiil between 
ihcm. 



T^^ prevent falling into thefe 
difajg^reeable and diforderly Engage- 
ments,. 



merited it is i'eqiiifite to beware of 
the Paths that lead to thimr— the for- 
diA'lnterefts, and enfnairihg Frfendr 
fhips of the World, the contami^ 
nating Pleafures and idle Paftimes of 
earthly Minds ; alfo the various So- 
licitations and Incentives to Fefti- 
vity and Diffipation. Let them like- 
wife efpecially avoid too frequent 
and too faiq^iar Converfe with thofe 
from whom may arife a Danger of 
Entanglement, by their alluring the. 
Paffions, and drawing the AiFedtions 
after them. 



i * 



For Want of due Watchfulnefs, 
and Obedience to the Convidtions of 
Divine Grace in their Confciences, 
many amongft us, as well as others, 
have wounded their own Souls, dif- 
trefled their Friends, injured their 
Families, and done great DifTervice 
to the Church, by thefe unequal 
Connexions ; which have proved aa 
Inlet to much Degeneracy, and 
mournfully affeded the Minds of 

thofe 
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tbofe' who labour under :a living 
Concern for the Goo^ ^£ ztl, ana 
the Profperity of Trutii ufoii 
Earth, 
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